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SUBJECT: FRANCO-SOVIET COOPERATION 
SCI FOR DR. GANLEY 

REF: A. STATE 219106; B. PARIS A-730 (10/26/3) 

SUMMARY. FRENCH VIEWS OF FRANCO-SOVIET COOPERATION, AS GATHERED 
FROM BOTH MANAGEMENT AND TECHNICAL PERSONNEL. ARE PESSIMISTIC 
WITH RESPECT TO 1) ANY CONCRETE RESULTS STEMMING FROM THAT 
COOPERATION IN THE NEAR TERM, AND 2) THE POSSIBILITY THAT ANY 
FRENCH COMPANY WILL DIVULGE INFORMATION BEARING ON ITS 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE SOVIET COMMITTEE FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
(SST). ALL SOURCES SUGGEST THAT QUESTIONS OF STYLE, PROFIT- 
ABILITY AND MARKET RESEARCH DOMINATE THE THINKING OF MOST 
FRENCH COMPANIES AND PRECLUDE ANYTHING MORE THAN A DIRECT 
SALES PROGRAM. END SUMMARY. 

1. PER REF A, WE HAVE INTERVIEWED TOP LEVEL MANAGERS OF ONE 
FRENCH COOPERATION PROGRAM (INFORMATION SYSTEMS), SCIENCE 
WRITER FOR LE MONDE, PHYSICISTS INSEVERAL UNIVERSITY LABORATORIES, 
MIDDLE-LEVEL MANAGERS FROM TWO FRENCH CORPORATIONS WHICH HAVE 
WHAT ARE DESCRIBED AS EXTENSIVE PROGRAMS IN AND WITH THE SOVIET 
UNION. MEMCONS ARE BEING POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT C/O SCI, 

GANLEY, IN ADDITION OTHER MATERIAL. 
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2. ALL THOSE INTERVIEWED HAVE POINTED AT TWO LEVELS OF "THAWING" 
REQUIRED FOR EFFECTIVE COOPERATON, AND HAVE SUGGESTED SUCH 

A "THAWING" PROCESS IS A NECESSARY PREPREQUISITE TO CONSIDERATION 
OF A SPECIFIC PROGRAM OF COOPERATION (REF B). AT FIRST, 

THERE IS A PERCEIVED NEED TO ACHIEVE A WARM, OPEN HUMAN RE- 
LATIONSHIP WITH SOVIET COUNTERPARTS ON A PERSON-TO-PERSON LEVEL. 
UNTIL THIS IS DONE, ALL SOURCES POINT TO THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF 
DISCUSSING ANYTING MORE THAN THE MOST VAGUE GENERALITIES. 

ONCE SUCH HUMAN CONTACT IS ESTABLISHED, WOULD-BE COOPERATORS 
FIND THEMSELVES STALLED FOR EXTENDED PERIODS, WAITING FOR 
THEIR SOVIET COUNTERPARTS TO SECURE REQUIRED CLEARANCES IN THE 
APPROPRIATE STATE COMMITTEE IN THE SOVIET UNION. ILLUSTRATIVELY, 
IN THE FIELD OF INFORMATION MANAGEMENT, A FRANCO-SOVIET JOINT 
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FR A COMPUTER-GENERATED LIBRARY OF PROGRAMS 
HAS BEEN PENDING IN THE SOVIET UNION FOR EIGHTEEN MONTHS, 
ALTHOUGH THE TECHNICAL SPECIALISTS WERE ABLE TO AGREE ON 
DETAILS WITHIN A VERY SHORT TIME. 

3. SEVERAL SOURCES HAVE NOTED THAT RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN FRENCH 
FIRMS AND VARIOUS SOVIET COMMITTEES (INCLUDING THE SCST) 

ARE IN A VERY "PRIMITIVE" STATE. REASONS OR THIS ARE ALLEGED 
TO INCLUDE: OFFICIAL SOVIET DISTRUST OF ANY INSTITUTION WHICH 
SEEKS TO MAKE A PROFIT AND BASIC INABILITY OF MOST FRENCH FIRMS 
TO INVEST TIME AND MONEY IN THE SORT OF LONG-TERM RELATIONSHIPS 
REUIRED TO MAKE COOPERATION WITH A COMMITTEE PAY OFF. 

4. OUR CONTACTS UNDERSCORE THE EXTENT TO WHICH FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT BODIES FEEL THEY MUST ATTEMPT TO COAX, PERSUADE, 
AJOLE AND OTHERWISE INFLUENCE PRIVATE FRENCH FIRMS TO SEEK 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH VARIOUS SOVIET COMMITTEES INCLUDING SCST. 

ALL SOURCES AGREE THAT MANY COMPANIES ARE PRESENTLY ENGAGED IN 
SALES EFFORTS IN THE SOVIET UNION; THE SAME SOURCES POINT 

OUT THAT VERY FEW COMPANIES ARE WORKING IN THE CONTEXT OF 
A DIRECT FRANCO-SOVIET COOPERATION. THERE IS GREAT RELUCTANCE 
TO DISCUSS COMANY RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION BUT WE 
HAVE SOME HOPE OF SECURING FURTHER INFORMATION WHICH WILL 
BE USEFUL. 

5. WE ARE CONTINUING ALL INQUIRIES AND WILL ADVISE AS APPROPRIATE. 
IN ADDITION, WE REFER DEPARTMENT TO ABRAHAM BRUMBERG OF USIS 
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RE MAURICE LEVY'S PRESENTATION AT USIS-SPONSORED STRASBOURG 
SYMPOSIUM ON "RUSSIA AND THE WEST: CULTURAL CONTACTS AND 
INLUENCES" NOVEMBER 1, 1973. 

IRWIN 
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